From the Desk of Ms. ‘O’.
This year’s concert was an example of how our children are provided with rich, challenging and fun programmes. Congratulations to the terrific trio of Sarah, Sheena and Annabelle for putting it together. Also, we thank our musician, Andrew, who assisted with the music and   Amy and Jo for helping with the set, costumes and makeup.
Each of the children was given the chance to shine and show everyone what great things they are capable of. The children’s wonderful performances came from their hearts. 

I’d like to thank all of my staff (teachers, teacher aide, secretary, cleaners) for their hard work throughout the year. Their commitment to promoting the values and culture of our school has been unwavering and a tremendous support. 

I’m particularly grateful for the professional manner in which our teachers have planned and implemented programmes throughout the year that meet the needs of the whole child. It should be noted that they have deliberately set high expectations for individual  children’s behaviour and learning appropriate to their developmental stage.
I don’t have a trophy to award to our school’s Good Sorts, the likes of those generous and kind people whom we see featured on the Good Sorts TV programme. However, if I did I would give it to those people who have gone the extra mile this year to take on the jobs that need to be done to benefit our school, its students and teachers. 
There’s Bernie for the enormous amount of work he competently managed across so many domains: compliance administration; planning and maintenance of property and grounds projects; finance; school and Board secretarial duties. 
Other Good Sorts are our loyal board members of Amy, Matthew and Ben led by their presiding officer, Tili. They have given an enormous amount of their time while serving in their governance roles. We are fortunate to have this dedicated group of parents who bring a range of knowledge and experience to the board table.

Another group of Good Sorts who have worked extremely hard this year is the Garston Home and School team of Shona, Liv, Jo, Haylee, Rebecca Sutherland and Brad. They welcome others to join them in the future as they work to support or provide those extra activities that enrich school life for all our students.
This year their fundraising efforts have meant that all of our children have benefitted from swimming lessons, a Halloween picnic/disco, a ski trip, new library books, sausage sizzle and ice-creams. They’ve also offered hospitality to our school community on several occasions.

Now it’s time for a well-deserved break. On behalf of my staff and myself I wish everyone a merry Christmas and happy New Year and a safe holiday period. Our entire staff looks forward to working with you again in 2024. 
All the very best,

Kathryn.

Provisional dates for your 2024 diary:

· Tuesday, 30th January. 
Children’s school term begins.

· Thursday, 1st February.
School families’ social (more information to come).

· Monday, 5th February.
School is closed for the day.

· Tuesday, 6th February. 
Waitangi Day public holiday.

· Monday, 12th – 

Friday, 16th February.
Whole school swimming programme at Mossburn (9 – noon). Parent carpool will operate. Please inform school at the start of term if you are able to help with transport.

· Wednesday, 28th February. 

(postponement Friday, 1st March).
Mid-Dome athletics.

· Wednesday, 13th March.


(postponement Friday, 15th March)
Northern Zone Athletics.

· Monday, 18th – 

Friday, 22nd March.
Whole school swimming programme at Mossburn (9 – noon). Parent carpool will operate. Please inform school closer to the date if you are able to help with transport.

· Friday, 29th March.

Good Friday Public Holiday.

· Monday, 1st and 

Tuesday, 2nd April.

Easter Public Holidays.

· Thursday, 4th April.

Home & School meeting.
· Friday, 12th April.

Last day of Term One.

